PART ONE
When the sun rises, I work.
When the sun sets, I rest.
I dig the well to drink.
I plough the field to eat.
What has the Emperor to do with me?
A Chinese folksong (c. 2500 B.C.).
There are other versions with a different ending. This translation is from a
speech by Dr. James Y.C. Yen to The New York China Clubs, 1943.
THE MILK-NAME OF A NATIONAL HERO
ON THE twenty-fifth day of the ninth moon in the fifth year of the
Emperor Tung Chih, a second child was born to the family of Sun,
in the village of Choyhung. Westerners, always a little fussy over
records and statistics, dispute the exact date but, officially, it is
taken to be November 12th, 1866.
The head 'ofTEe^fetmiyr^un Tao-chuan, was a middle-aged
fanner, renting a farm that probably did not exceed three acres;
and although, by Chinese standards, he was not sufficiently old to
occupy any position of authority, he was widely respected and
spoken of as a likely man to become, some day, a village elder.
As is usual with Chinese fanners, Sun did not live in a house
amidst his fields but within the village. His home was a substantial
dwelling of mud plaster mixed with lime and rice-straw; the roof
and floors were tiled, the windows plain openings which could be
closed by wooden shutters during inclement weather, although,
since the climate is semi-tropical, there was little need for protection
from cold. The furniture was simple; beds, tables and chairs being
of plain wood.
The household consisted of Sun and his wife, a countrywoman
about whom very little is known; their first child, a boy of fifteen,
named Ah Mi; and the widows of Sun's two brothers. These
brother$ emigrated, about the time Ah Mi was born, leaving their
wives in the Choyhung home. It was years before news came that
one brother had perished at sea and the other in a Californian gold
mine, but the widows continued to live with their husbands' family
in accordance with Chinese custom.
Luckily the new Sun baby was also a boy, for the continuance
of a family and the proper observance of ancestor-ceremonies can